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Welcome to the second issue of our Ontario Writers' Conference news. As you 
were told before, you can expect one of these to land in your e-mail box about 
once a month. 
 
In this issue, we'll give you a little taste of the workshops being offered. The 
first session of workshops starts bright and early on Saturday morning, May 1, 
2010. We'll cover all the workshop in the next few issues, but here's a peek 
at some of your choices.  
  
Blue Pencil sessions are almost full, so if you're interested in one-on-one 
mentoring feedback on your written material - register ASAP! 
 
Speaking of registration, be sure to click on the link to our website, so that you 
can enter your name in the Sweetheart of a Deal - a Blue Pencil session with 
Sci-Fi mega-star Robert J. Sawyer. There are only six spots available and all 
registrants by January 31st will have their names entered in the draw. Winners 
will be announced February 13th. Check our website for winners.  
  
That's it for now, 
  
Kevin Craig 
Promotion & Marketing, Ontario Writers' Conference 

Writing & Community by Sue Lynn Reynolds 

  
Many years ago, soon after the publication of my first novel, I ran into a serious 
writer's block. This wasn't a small barricade across the road with a few sketchy 
banditos standing there discouraging me with some rusty artillery. This was a 
solid concrete barricade that stretched from horizon to horizon barring my way. 
This was the Berlin Wall of writer's blocks. I couldn't imagine how I was going 



to get through it.  
 
I turned to books about writing, and I turned to other writers for community in 
this dark night of the writer's soul to find out how they dealt with fear and 
procrastination. I began attending writers' circles and producing small pieces-
exercises that "didn't matter"-to share in those groups. I found the Writers' 
Circle of Durham Region and began attending their monthly breakfast 
meetings. In fact, I began looking forward to those meetings as the highlight of 
my month. 
 
And eventually, with the help of other writers, we dismantled my roadblock 
brick by brick, and I was finally able to move into the undiscovered territory of 
my next novel.  
 
Needless to say, I believe deeply in the power of the writing community to help 
other writers achieve their goals, dreams and desires-so much so that I now 
serve on the board of the Writers' Circle to give back to the community that 
gave so much to me. 
 
The Ontario Writers' Conference is another fantastic opportunity to experience 
community in writing-for one day in 2010, a diverse and talented group of 
writers of all genres and all levels will gather together with some of the best 
people in our field to network, educate, and share in the joy of putting words on 
paper and getting them into the world. 
 
I encourage all struggling writers (and isn't that most of us, in one way or 
another?!) to attend the OWC in May 2010 and experience the power of 
community in writing to help all of us achieve our goals as authors. 
 
Yours in writing, 
 
Susan Lynn Reynolds, 
President 2008-2010, 
The Writers' Circle of Durham Region  

So Many Choices, So Early in the Morning... 

  
You arrive at the Conference and have your 
delectable Continental breakfast. Before you 
know it, you're off to your first workshop. How 
do you decide? What would be of greatest 
help at this stage in your writing life?   
  
Should you select An Editing Primer with 
award-winning author and professional editor 

Gwynn Scheltema you'll be encouraged to take your first draft to the next level. 
If you've finished your draft and you're thinking - what's next or contemplating 
the overwhelming task of editing your manuscript, this workshop's for you. 
There's far more to first-draft editing than checking for spelling and 
grammar. Gwynn Scheltema will lead you through self-editing techniques to get 
you started. From language to continuity to presentation, you'll discover quick 
and easy tips you can use right away to move that draft closer to publication.  
 
But if you're not at that point yet, Mastering Point of View with acclaimed author 
Barbara Kyle will fit the bill. What's the most effective Point of View (POV) for 
your story? you ask yourself. The options can be bewildering - first person, 
omniscient narrator, third person limited, third person shifting - but a wise 



choice will focus your story and help it sell. Successful novelist Barbara Kyle 
demystifies POV and shows you how to get control of this essential element of 
writers' craft. 
 
And backing up one more step, if you're simply (and I don't mean it's simple) 
stewing over a potential writing project then The Plot Thickens: Nailing Down 
your Plot Through Outlining with author/playwright/editor Annette McLeod will 
be of invaluable help. Using the perennial genius of three-act structure Annette 
McLeod will give you 10 perfect plot beams to prop up your story, plus the 
knowledge to fill in the gaps between. Using these 10 beams to outline your 
novel, you'll also be working on effective openings, plot momentum, methods of 
outlining and purposes for every scene.  
  
So much knowledge before 11 a.m. 

 
 

A Message from the President 

  
As we speak, readers, teachers, speakers and panelists are booked. Blue 
Pencil Sessions are filling up. Workshops are being selected. Writers are 
getting excited. And we are getting ready to serve up a whopping dose of 
encouragement, enthusiasm, education and fabulous eats at Deer Creek Golf 
& Banquet Facility in Ajax. 
  
The Festival of Authors evening of readings is being planned like a razzle-
dazzle party event, with shopping, reading, cheering, eating and drinking! And 
like any decent family celebration, we're bringing the community of writers 
together to boogie down from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Oh, we're also opening to the 
public, so you can invite your friends and neighbours... 
  
In a community like this, we're keen on sharing the joy and celebrating... word 
by word. 
  
Come join us, 
Barbara Hunt  
President, Ontario Writers' Conference  

  
  

Register by January 31st and have your name entered in a draw to win a 
Blue Pencil Mentoring Session (6 spots available) with Robert J. Sawyer. Winners announced 
February 13th.  
Register at www.thewritersconference.com today. 
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